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Situated on the Silk Route on the northwest frontier of the Chinese Empire, the oasis of Dunhuang served as a pivotal site for trade and cultural interaction for over two millennia. This unique position enabled the creation of a sacred site of startling brilliance-the nearby Mogao Grottoes (Mogao ku ). These 492 Buddhist cave-shrines date from the fourth to fourteenth centuries and contain a wealth of murals and iconography chronicling changes in belief and practice.
1
The discovery and subsequent dispersal of a vast cache of manuscripts in the early twentieth century brought worldwide attention to the Mogao Caves. Hidden behind a wall in the Mogao grottoes in the year 1000 were over 45,000 manuscripts together with paintings, statuary, and ritual paraphernalia.
2 Buddhist texts predominate but there are also documents representing religions from Nestorian Christianity to Daoism; the types of manuscripts range from writing exercises and 
